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The actors then surrendered, with the exception of Macklin, on Fleetwood's own terms. Garrick's salary was raised to six or seven hundred pounds; several of his friends were taken back at the annual stipends they had formerly received ; the smaller fry, rather than starve, came back on any terms they could obtain; and Mr. Macklin, who alone had stood out against the strike, was doomed by Fleetwood to perpetual banishment from the very theatre he had raised to a condition of prosperity. This is the account of the matter which Macklin and his friends give, and it is probably more or less accurate. The fact is undisputed that the manager beat the strike, and Garrick and the other actors gave in. Garrick's friends have endeavoured to palliate his conduct towards Macklin, who, with characteristic obstinacy, was for fighting the thing out to the bitter end. But these excuses are not very worthy, nor is there any reason to suppose that Fleetwood's resentment might not have been overcome, if Garrick had cared as much for the honour of his word as he did for the extra hundreds to be added to his salary.
Macklin was not the kind of man to sit down, under an injury of this kind, in a meek and patient spirit. He created a party against the manager and his principal actor, and, as was the fashion of the day, pamphlets, the ready weapons of partisans, displayed the venom of the opposing parties to an eager and admiring public. Garrick offered Macklin an allowance out of his own salary, and obtained a promise of an engagement for Mrs. Macklin from Mr. Rich; but these offers were really only added insults, looking to the position in which Macklin was placed, and were probably proposals framed only to be refused, and to throw dust in the eyes of the public. Macklin was a militant spirit, and